
 
                   Purpose and Program 
 
Legion Boys State is a practical training program in local and 
state government in which selected boys participate in actual 
learning experiences.  We attempt to (1) illustrate to the boys 
the principles of representative form of government, (2) 
arouse an enduring interest in governmental affairs. 
 
Boys State is a functional practice of democratic activities.  
Its citizens will apply knowledge already acquired concerning 
political machinery of commonwealth.  They will receive 
additional instruction from competent men in selected fields.  
Citizens choose their own officials in accordance with regular 
election procedures.  They organize and operate their own 
city, county and state governments.  Bills are introduced and 
debated in their legislature.  Justice is administered by their 
own law enforcement agencies and courts.  In Boys State, the 
young citizen has the opportunity to learn that his 
government is just what he makes it. 
 
Assignment of boys to mythical “Nationalist” and Federalist” 
parties is for operational purposes, and to illustrate some of 
the responsibilities they will be called upon to assume when 
they become adults.   
 
The Constitution and the Statutes of the State of Minnesota 
are the patterns from which the fundamental laws of Legion 
Boys State have been developed.  Thus, Boys State should be 
thought of as an imaginary 51st state, constructed by its 
citizens to govern themselves. 
 
                               Time and Place 
 
Boys State will be held on Southwest Minnesota State 
University Campus June 13-19, 2010. 
 
Boy Staters will report on campus starting at 1:00 P.M. on 
Sunday, June 13, and will start to organize soon after arrival.  
The first meal will be served Sunday evening. 
 
The program will close after presentation of awards on 
Saturday, June 19 at approximately 9:30 A.M. 
 
                               Sponsorship 
 
EVERY BOY FOR WHOM APPLICATION IS MADE TO 
BOYS STATE MUST BE SPONSORED BY AN 
AMERICAN LEGION POST.  A POST MAY SPONSOR 
AS MANY AS THEY DESIRE FROM ANY HIGH 
SCHOOL.  FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE CAN BE 
ACCEPTED FROM OUTSIDE SOURCES. 
 
QUALITY and QUANTITY are requested and stressed. 
 
The boys sponsored must be selected in accordance with the 
rules prescribed herein. 
 
 

 
Eligibility and Selection 

 
Boys State is open to all boys regardless of race, color or 
national origin. 
 
Only students who are finishing the junior year of high school, 
and who will be seniors in the following term of school, are 
eligible to participate in Boys State.  Boys must be chosen 
from among students who are in the upper one-half of their 
class scholastically.  The following qualifications must be 
considered in determining eligibility: 
 
1.  A leader. 
2.  Able to get along with others. 
3.  Enthusiastic, with good personality and good 

character. 
4.  Honest. 
5.  Interested in a citizenship training program. 
6.  Have demonstrated good quality in the classroom 

and community. 
 
WE RECOMMEND THAT THE POST REQUEST THE 
ASSISTANCE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS, 
THE HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, A STUDENT 
COUNSELOR OR THE FACULTY, OR A COMBINATION OF 
THESE FOUR.  CONSULT COMMUNITY LEADERS AND 
THE CLERGY FOR ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF YOUR CANDIDATES.  WE URGE THAT SCHOOLS 
SUBMIT THE NAMES OF QUALIFIED BOYS TO THE 
POST BOYS STATE CHAIRMAN or TO DEPARTMENT 
HEADQUARTERS, AND THAT THE POST OR 
DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS MAKE THE FINAL 
SELECTION OF THE BOYS. 
 
We further recommend that the boys available and fulfilling 
the qualifications listed above should alone determine 
whether or not a boy is sent to Boys State, and it not be a 
matter of continuous Post participation in the program or that 
he be related to a member of the Post.  It is recommended that 
alternates to the principal candidates be named at the time of 
selection to stand by in case the principals are unable to 
accept the appointment or attend Boys State.  
 

Fees 
 
Registration fee for sponsoring a boy is $260.00.   
***Gambling funds may be used for registration fee***.  
Minnesota American Legion Boys State, LLC is a 501c(3) 
organization.  Checks must be made payable to the Minnesota 
American Legion Foundation (Fund 77) with Boys State 
Registration written in the memo section of the check.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Fee must be mailed with the application for 
sponsorship to:  Legion Boys State, The American Legion, 
20 West 12th Street, Room 300A, St. Paul, Minnesota 55155.  
The fee is the responsibility of The American Legion Post not 
the Boys Stater. 
 
DEADLINE FOR MAKING APPLICATION and 
PAYMENT IS APRIL 1, 2010; AND FOR COMPLETING 
REGISTRATION, MAY 1, 2010.  REFUNDS BEFORE 
APRIL WILL BE 50%, AFTER APRIL 1 NO 
REFUND. 
 
If a Boys Stater is unable to attend, the sponsor should 
immediately notify Department Headquarters and designate 
who the alternate is. 
 
There are no additional charges at Boys State, but the 
Student Union is available for usual items of confectionery 
and refreshments, so Boys Staters may bring a small amount 
of spending money with them at their own discretion.  
Minnesota American Legion Boys State is not liable for 
any items lost or stolen, such as money, iPods, cell 
phones, electronics, etc.  
 
 
                           HEALTH and MEDICAL 
 
A medical examination card, signed by the family physician is 
required of each boy.  Also, a Family Health Insurance 
Information card is needed.  Both cards, along with the 
registration card MUST be sent to our office in advance of 
Boys State.  Duplicate cards are available if the originals are 
lost or destroyed.  A copy of the student’s current high school 
athletics form on file is acceptable instead of getting another 
physical. 
 
While at Boys State, competent medical service is available 
for emergencies that may occur.  Every precaution is taken to 
avoid accidents and prevent illnesses.  All state health 
standards are met or exceeded.  Parental permission is 
requested on the Registration Card for emergency medical 
treatment and must be signed. 
 



 

GENERAL 

1.  Only boys with outstanding qualifications should be 
considered for selection.  SEE Eligibility List. 

2.  Detailed instructions will be sent to each boy. 
3.  Every Boys Stater will have an opportunity to serve in 

some part of the program. 
4.  Some type of recreation will be available every day. 
 
5.  Keys MUST BE surrendered by those who drive after 

car is properly parked in the college parking lot. 
 

6.   A Boys State choir and band are organized for the week, 
with a concert on Friday night.  Boys may participate in 
both.  Band participants are requested to bring their 
own instruments.  EXCEPT bass horns and drums, 
which will be furnished.   

7.  A daily paper will be printed by Boys Staters. 
8.  On Saturday morning, two Senators will be named by 

Boys State staff.  They will attend The American Legion 
Boys Nation scheduled to be held in Washington, D.C. in 
July, sponsored and expenses paid by The American 
Legion. 

9.  A third boy will be chosen by the staff and named 
Saturday morning to receive the "Lee Krough Director's 
Award", which includes a $250 scholarship. 

10.  A fourth boy will be chosen to receive the “Ambrose Koll 
Award”, which includes a $200 scholarship. 

11.  The Governor elected by the Boys Staters is an 
automatic candidate for the $250 "Norm Arveson 
Memorial" Boys State Scholarship. 

12.  The Boy Stater with the highest test score will receive 
the "Dorothy A. Ferguson Memorial Scholarship" worth 
$75.00.   

13.  One Boy Stater, a descendant of a wartime veteran, will 
be eligible for the "Samsung Scholarship".  Applications 
will be judged by a committee of counselors.  The winner 
will advance to National for final selections.  
Approximately $300,000 is given out each year. 

14.  Boys Staters should not bring along valuables, including 
excess money.  Dorm rooms will NOT BE LOCKED.   
MN American Legion Boys State is not responsible 
for any items lost or stolen. 

15.  Dress code on campus must be adhered to.  Boys will 
wear shoes, long pants (jeans or khakis are appropriate) 
and Boys State T-shirts to programs, and be neat in 
appearance, casual attire. Dress suits will not be 
needed. 

16.  Each Boys Stater may be requested to report his 
impression of Boys State to his sponsoring Post upon his 
return home.  POSTS, please note. 

17.  Guests are cordially invited to visit  Boys State at any 
time.  They will be charged for their meals.  

18.  Any boy who violates the rules laid down for the 
administration of Boys State or who fails to cooperate in 
accordance with his signed statement shall be subject to 
dismissal without refund of sponsor's fee. 

19.  Any violations will be dealt with by Campus Security. 

 
Suggested Minimum List of What  
Boys Stater Should Bring Along 
 

-Long pants for evening assemblies (jeans or 
khakis) 
-Everyday clothes, t-shirts & shorts are permitted  
-Jacket or hooded sweatshirt 
-Usual shaving and toiletry articles to include 
soap & shampoo 
-Swimming suit and other light athletic clothing 
suitable for outdoor activities 
-Clothing for team sports:  in Basketball, 
Volleyball, Softball 
-Glove if playing softball 
-Small fan (optional) 
-Towels 
-Blanket/Sleeping bag, (sheets and pillows 
provided) 
 
The Higher Education Act Amendments of 1976 
(P.L.  94-482, approved October 12, 1976)--
specifically exempts Boys/Girls State and Nation 
from provisions of Title IX's 1972 Education 
Amendments barring discrimination on the basis 
of sex. 
 
Boys are expected to remain at Boys State the 
entire week.  In case of an extreme emergency, 
approval of the Director and the Dean of Boys is 
necessary in order to leave. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER 
REGISTRATION PAYMENT 

DATE DEADLINE IS 
APRIL 1, 2010 

 
Attention: 2010 Boys State will open at 1:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, June 13. No noon meal will be served.  The-
first meal served will be dinner at approximately  
5:15 p.m.   Sunday check-in is 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
 

Address inquires to: 
Legion Boys State 

The American Legion 
20 West 12th Street, Room 300A 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 
Telephone:  651/291-1800 
Or toll free 866/259-9163 
boysstate@mnlegion.org 

mnboysstate.org 
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