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Well-traveled Riley spends time in Minnesota 
By Jim Tate 

Joe Riley wishes he had more 

time to hunt and fish, but his duties 

as Boys Nation president have kept 

him busy the past year. 
ñIf it walks and itôs not human, 

and it flies and itôs not a plane, I am 

hunting it,ò said the personable Ri-

ley, who addressed Boys Staters 

Sunday night and stayed until 

Wednesday. 

Rikey is an Etowah, Tenn., native 

and the oldest of three children in the 

Craig and Becky Riley family. Eto-

wah is a town of 2,000, and Riley 

had big dreams when he attended 

boys state last year in Tennessee. ñI 
knew I wanted to run for governor,ò 

he said. He would go on to be 

elected Boys Nation president. 

Heôs been to Boys State in Ten-

nessee, South Carolina, Minnesota 

and Ohio this summer, and will soon 

be off to the Future Business Leaders 

of American convention in Anaheim, 

Calif. He is president of that organi-

zation, also, and will oversee 8,000 

participants at this yearôs event. 

He feels that leadership is ge-
netic, and developed. ñI think you 

are born with it, but it also has to be 

developed through your individual 

experiences,ò he said. 

His tenure as Boys Nation presi-

dent has been rewarding. ñItôs a 

wonderful experience,ò he said. Heôs 

had the opportunity to meet with 

former President George W. Bush, 

and his position has opened many 

doors. When given a hard time by 

Boys Staters for his southern accent, 
Riley replied, ñI danced with Miss 

Teen USA because of this accent,ò 

he said to uproarious laughter. 

He will major in economics and 

foreign affairs at the University of 

Virginia, where he will be an Army 

ROTC member. He turned down 

scholarships 

from Har-

vard, Yale 

and Prince-

ton, though 
he will likely 

attend law 

school at 

either Har-

vard or Yale 

once his mili-

tary duty is 

fulfilled. 

He is the recipient of the prestig-

ious Jeffers Scholarship at Virginia. 

His ROTC commitment will pay for 

his education, and heôll be able to 
pocket the $160,000 from the Jeffer-

son Scholarship, a consideration, he 

said, that went into his college selec-

tion process. 

His advice to college-age boys is 

this: ñKeep your options open; donôt 

close doors.ò 

Conventions Convene 

Left: A Nationalist delegate raises a question; right: pushups 
were a negotiating tool for the Federalists. 

Joe Riley 
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By Luke Prairie, Duluth 

Being assigned our party designations 

the night before and meeting with our 

sister cities in our respective counties and 
parties, itôs now time to come together 

and rise at a great state-level party con-

vention! Perhaps, however, it will turn 

into an unconstructive squabble.   

It started off with counselorsô instruc-

tions that we begin the voting process to 

elect a House chair to preside over our 

meetings. How hard could this be? All the 

delegates vote and the nominee with the 

most votes wins, right? 

In the game of favorites, this is not 
always quite so easy. When every county 

is thinking about themselves and not the 

greater good of our political party, little 

can be accomplished. When the election 

of a single position takes well over a half 

hour, thatôs when one knows that things 

are not going smoothly.   

 After a few counties lost their candi-

dates they had no choice but to vote for someone else or 

not vote at all. Finally, a leader was elected. Aaron Yag-

gie finally emerged the House Chair in the fourth round 
of voting. Surely, now that the convention had a strong 

central leader, the meeting could go forth smoothly and 

functionally. That would be a mistake. Many  people 

wrongfully challenged and interrupted the chairman, 

who did the best he could given the chaos around him. 

The chairman has a tough job indeed. 

 The next order of business that stalled us down was 

the discussion of party platforms. Many people failed to 

realize that there was little to no arguing taking place 

about the planks of the platform ideas. People continu-

ally stretched the conversation when a short consensus 
could have been reached quickly.   

 In conclusion, I hope we can all 

settle the differences, support our 

leaders and carry on with business. 

Though arguments are healthy and 

good, engaging in dead-end argu-

ments is not a great way to spend the 

highly limited time that we have. We 

must work together to achieve our 

goals and compromise to win votes, 

and, ultimately, get as many of our 

candidates elected as possible. 

 

State conventions open: A look at the Nationalists 

State party conventions opened Tuesday as the process to 
elect a new Boys State governor continues. 

From left, Ed Walczak, Clara City; 
Christian Myers, St. Cloud; and 
Aaron Yaggie, Anoka, discuss strat-
egy Tuesday. 

John Yost, Stillwater, discusses candidates during the Nationalist state conven-
tion Tuesday. 
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By Brett R. Ubl, Hibbing 

Brad Brandt, a 36-year veteran of 

Boys State, has returned once again 

to share his love of music with the 

2009 Minnesota Boys State. Despite 
being born in Reinbeck, Iowa, he 

considers himself a true Minnesotan.  

Brandt attended Drake University 

and graduated from Lea College. He 

also served three years in Vietnam as 

a member of the Army Band. Since 

then, he has taught music at several 

high schools for 28 years. Now, in 

his retirement, Brandt enjoys travel-

ing and still works for the Growth 

Music Company. 

Brandtôs college director first in-
spired him to serve at Boys State.  

Despite his annual warning of depar-

ture, his dedicated and heartfelt pro-

gram has brought him back year af-

ter year. ñI just like youth. They reju-

venate me.ò  

Brandt especially finds passion in 

his music. He has taught theatre, 

orchestras, bands, and choirs as a 

high school teacher. He enjoys any 

genre of music (he even admitted to 

listening to country occasionally). 

His favorite music was penned by 

the composer Puccini, especially his 

opera, La Bohem. 

On Friday night, the Boys State 

Choir will be performing a concert at 

7:15 p.m. in the Schwanôs Commu-

nity Center for the Performing Arts 

at Marshall High School. A variety 

of music will be performed, featur-

ing oldies, classical, patriotic, and 

religious.  The concert will include 

ñHey, Good Lookinô,ò ñRise Up, O 
Men of God,ò and ñI Like the Sound 

of America.ò  The audience can also 

expect a surprise performance of an 

unusual instrument that will surely 

excite every listener. 

His humorous yet humble person-

ality has made him an instant favor-

ite among Boys Staters for many 

years. This year is no different. His 

service to youth and respect of their 

talents has touched countless lives. 

When asked what advice he would 
give to students, he said, ñGive mu-

sic a try. Appreciate what the com-

posers have done. Even if music is 

not for you, you can certainly learn 

valuable lessons.ò 

On behalf of the Boys State Choir, 

we appreciate you, your dedicated 

service, and the lessons you have 

taught us, both as young musicians 

and as young men.    

Brad Brandt: Boys Staters keep him coming back 

By Collin Erickson, Moorhead 

When you first see the Boys State 

band, you will probably notice one 

glaring difference between the band 

and any other you have seen before 
ð the Boys State band has a much 

different instrumentation than a typi-

cal concert band. 

You see, the band is made of all 

boys, and is dominated by óboyô in-

struments (trombone, trumpet and 

saxophone). The band has just one 

clarinet player and one flute player, 

but band director Robert Hambrock 

does the best with what he has been 

given. He planned ahead and knew 

the way the instrumentation would 
turn out. ñYou have to do what you 

can,ò and he is willing to adapt for 

the band. 

Hambrock 

specifically 

chose songs 

that would 
compliment 

his bandôs 

instrumental 

makeup. 

Hambrock, 

who hails 

from Apple 

Valley and 

graduated 

from East-

view High 

School in 2005, attended Boys State 
in 2004 and Boys Nation that same 

summer. He was chosen for Boys 

Nation not because he won many 

elections (he didnôt, the only office 

he held was in the House of Repre-

sentatives), but rather because he 

demonstrated leadership and was 
strong in the party. Since then, Ham-

brock has returned for the past five 

years to work as a counselor, and he 

has been the band director for the 

past three years. 

This year, Hambrock is a coun-

selor for the city of Anoka, and he 

says he plans to keep coming back if 

it is still possible with his schedule. 

Hambrock graduated from Michigan 

Tech in May of this year with a 

bachelorôs degree in mechanical en-
gineering,  

Hambrock continued on page 4 

Hambrock serves dual role as counselor, band director 

Band director Brad Brandt 

Robert Hambrock 


