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 OôBrien Liedl elected 2009 Boys State governor 

 Seifert to run for governor, talks about campaign message 

By Scott Chaleen, Bloomington 

I had the great opportunity to sit 

down and have an interview with 

Representative Marty Seifert, the 

Republican Minority Leader in the 
Minnesota House of Representatives 

and soon-to-be candidate for gover-

nor. 

Seifert is an alumnus of South-

west Minnesota State University, 

where he majored in political sci-

ence. He was involved in student 

government at SMSU, where he be-

came student body president. Seifert 

said that it was easier to become 

involved due to the fact that SMSU 

is a relatively small school. After 
college, Seifert became a high school 

teacher, where he taught civics, gov-

ernment and history. 

During his brief teaching career, 

Seifert was concerned about the is-

sue of Profiles of Learning. He be-

lieved that it was bad for education. 

Many people urged the 23-year-old 

Seifert to run for the Minnesota 

House of Representatives. He did 

just that, and won. Marty Seifert was 

elected in the fall of 1996, at the age 

of 24. He has been a representative 

ever since, and has served as the 

House Minority Leader for the past 
two-and-a-half years. He is resigning 

his position as minority leader be-

cause he will run for governor.  

Seifert stated that his gubernato-

rial campaign message will center on 

common sense in government. The 

main issues he will address will be 

jobs and economic growth, health-

care and education reform. He will 

officially announce his candidacy for 

governor on July 7, 2009. 

I then went on to ask Seifert what 
condition he thinks the Republican 

Party is in following a massive de-

feat in 2008. Seifert admits that the 

Rep. Marty Seifert told Boys Staters he 
is running for governor. 

Seifert continued on page 5 

2009 Boys State results: 

 

Governor: David 

OôBrien Liedl 

Lt. Governor: Nicho-
las  Lemieux 

Secretary of State: 

Ruben Hidalgo 

Attorney General: 

Robert Lillquist  

State Auditor: Mat-

thew Wilcox 

Chief Justice: Jonathan 

Ver Steegh 

Associate Justices: 

Omar Jamal, Tyler Schmidt 

Left: Gov. David OôBrien 
Liedl during Thursdayôs cam-
paign speech. 
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  Campaignôs over, itôs time to vote 

 

Ramsey Police Chief Jim Way 

By Connor Farrell, co-editor, St. Cloud 

When we were asked to write about our impressions of Boys State, I 

had plenty of time to reflect. I should rephrase that ð I had a hard time 

picking what to write. We have been exposed to so much in such a minus-

cule amount of time. Has anyone stopped to think that we have only been 
here for six days? I am amazed at how our counselors and staff managed to 

pack an immense amount of conventions, meetings, and speeches into this 

week while we never felt overwhelmed. We all owe them a big thank you. 

If there was one thing I had to say made the biggest impression on me, 

itôs my city, St. Cloud. We all came in not knowing each other, and from 

vastly different parts of Minnesota, as Iôm sure many cities were, too. At 

first it was a little awkward, but gradually everybody let his guard down. 

We came together as a city, and I felt the unity that General Cox talked 

about the first day. I can truly say that I have 23 great new friends in St. 

Cloud, and I look forward to continuing our friendships beyond Boys State.  

This is just my city. I have witnessed the same type of unity form in the 

other 13 cities and 7 counties this week. That  is what has impressed me 
the most; Boys State takes us ð wrestlers, farmers, city boys, and every-

thing in between ð and makes us into one state, Boys State.  

Many of the speakers this week have called us the young leaders of  

Editors reflect on Boys State experience 

Editors continued on page 6 

Law enforcement 
Has changed 

Over the years 

By Austin Howes, Mankato 

Yesterday, Jim Way spoke to 

the Boys State audience about 

the reality of law enforcement.  

Having served in the law en-
forcement area for 24 years, 

Way is a dedicated police officer 

that has put his communityôs 

safety before his own. His pres-

entation to the Boys Staters dis-

cussed and contrasted the past, 

present, and future of law en-

forcement.   

Way began by discussing 

how September 11th changed the 

concept of law enforcement and 

the vision of police officers.  
Many agreed that a new wave of 

responsibility must be embraced 

so that local cities could be pro-

tected; most of this sentiment 

came from the insecurity and 

paranoia that arose from the ter-

rorist attack. This feeling, how-

ever, did spark some changes 

within the actions of law en-

forcement officials. Way  noted 

that since the attack, more shar-
ing of information between law 

Way continued on page 6 

Boys Staters went to the polls on Friday morning to cast their ballots for various 
positions within Boys State. The week-long Boys State experience culminates this 
evening with the band and choir concert, and boys will receive awards and be 
dismissed tomorrow morning.  

Next yearôs Boys State dates: June 13-19,  2010 
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By Daniel McKenzie, Moorhead 

 
Flash back to Sunday. The date is 

June 14, 2009 and 384 ravenous 

teenage boys are about to storm 

Southwest Minnesota State Univer-

sity to begin their Boys State experi-

ence. 

Teenagers are notorious for their 

appetites. Does chef Dennis Nord 

have what it takes to conquer these 

seemingly unquenchable palates? 

Nord certainly thinks so, and in 

preparation he ordered one ton of 
food for Boys State week. 

Nord has three years experience 

filling Boys State stomachs, but we 

have some real eaters this year. Is the 

kitchen truly prepared for the chal-

lenge? 
In the battle of stomach and sus-

tenance, Nord and his workers are 

placing their bets on the noble egg, 

1,000 pounds of them to be exact.  

Backing the noble egg is the refresh-

ment brigade, and with its 700 gal-

lons it is a hydration force to be 

reckoned with. Who will be victori-

ous by Saturday? Will man cuisine 

reign supreme? As a Boys Stater, 

you will no doubt do your damage in 

the buffet line at the three meals 
each day. You have Nord and a dedi-

cated staff of employees from 

ARAMARK, the campus food ser-

vice provider, to thank. While Boys 

Staters sleep, he and his staff man 

the kitchen in the wee hours of the 
morning, getting ready for the day. 

My compliments to the chef. I 

have him to thank for these snug 

jeans. 

It takes a lot of food to feed a (Boys) State 

Chef Dennis Nord 

Editors continued from page 2 

tomorrow, or special in some cases. Yesterday I saw 

that. Whether it was when my softball team lost its third 

and final game, but we still walked away laughing and 

having a good time, or the speeches from both of the 
parties and their respective candidates last night; I now 

know that Boys State is something unique and special, 

and that we will all remember this experience. 

 

By Graham Wyatt, co-editor, Mankato 

It seems that whenever a large group of thoughtful 

and committed citizens join together the potential for 

greatness exists. The delegates of the 2009 Boys State 

program certainly upheld these expectations. From Joe 

Rileyôs opening speech throughout our gubernatorial 

race, Iôve seen an immense amount of leadership and 

charisma brought forth by my fellow delegates. 

Many of us hold standing leadership positions 

throughout our respective schools and demonstrate the 

attributes essential to being a leader. However, the Boys 

State program has helped to enrich the capacity we hold 

to lead and serve. Looking back on my personal experi-

ence, I can say with confidence that Iôll apply the new-

found skills and knowledge Iôve acquired in both my 
student and local government. 

The value Boys State holds is subjective according to 
an individualôs experience. Fortunately, I can say with-

out doubt that my experience in Marshall for the past 

week has been phenomenal. Because of such, I truly 

hope the program continues and prospers. 

As we get in our vehicles to head back to our respec-

tive cities and towns, we need to remember that the 

great opportunities and speakers weôve shared are avail-

able for others ð including future delegates from our 

school. In honor of democracy I encourage you to begin 

your life of service by promoting the Boys State pro-

gram for future generations. 

 

Greg Stemen, head coach of the 
Southwest Minnesota State University 

menôs basketball team, gave an emo-

tional talk on Thursday. 

Stemen guided the team to its second

-ever league title, and the Mustangs 

went on to win the regional tournament 

and earn a spot in the Division II na-

tional tournament. 

The self-effacing Stemen urged Boys 

Staters to do things the right way, and to 

commit to putting teammates ahead of 
selfish interests when working toward a 

common goal. 

Stemen brought along a highlight 

film that drew a lot of applause from the 

crowd. 

Stemen: Put others 
ahead of yourself 
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Ice Cream Treats are provided to  

Minnesota American Legion Boys State 

 attendees courtesy of:  

  
 

www.theschwanfoodcompany.com 

www.schwans.com 
 

 
Boys State snapshot 

Each day our reporters randomly 

select a Boys State participant for a 

quick snapshot. 

 

Name: Scott Challeen 

Hometown: Bloomington 
Boys State city: Hibbing 

 

Why I am attending Boys State: 

I was selected and thought it would 

be a great opportunity. 

 

Favorite movie: The Godfather. 

 

Whatôs on my iPod: Lil Wayne, 

R&B and other good stuff. 

 

People would be surprised to 
know that I:  Have a black belt in 

Jung Su martial arts, which is a 

combination of Muay Thai kickbox-

ing, Jujitsu and Tang Soo Do. I can 

also read and write Arabic. 

Boys State 
choir director 
Brad Brandt 
rehearses 

earlier this 
week for to-
nightôs con-
cert, which is 
at 7:15 p.m. at 
Marshall High 
School. The 
band will also 

perform. 

Softball 

Duluth def. Minneapolis; Anoka 

def. Hibbing; Rochester def. Man-
kato; Stillwater def. St. Cloud; 

Moorhead def. St. Paul; Winona 

def. Clara City 

Basketball 

Minneapolis def. Duluth; 

Hibbing def. Anoka; Rochester def. 

Mankato; Stillwater def. St. Cloud; 

St. Paul def. Winona; Austin def. 

St. Peter; Moorhead def. Clara City 

 

Volleyball 
Minneapolis def. Duluth; 

Hibbing def. Anoka; Rochester def. 

Mankato; Stillwater def. St. Cloud; 

Winona def. St. Paul; Austin def. 

St. Peter; Moorhead def. Clara City. 

Athletics results 

http://www.schwans.com/

